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PRESENTATION OF
GRADUATES

ORDER OF EVENTS

Processional

Opening Remarks and Welcome
Professor Christine Harold, Department Chair

Distinguished Alumni Address
Naomi Ishisaka 
(B.A. Ethnic Studies and journalism)

Naomi Ishisaka is the Assistant Managing Editor for Diversity, Inclusion and 
Staff Development and the Social Justice Columnist for The Seattle Times. She is 
a journalist and photographer who focuses on racial equity and social justice. In 
2020, she was awarded first place in the Best in the West competition for Special 
Topics Column Writing for her work in The Seattle Times and in 2021 she won 
second place for social justice columns from the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Her writing and photography have appeared in The Seattle Times, 
Seattle Magazine, City Arts, ColorsNW Magazine, Seattle Globalist, South Seattle 
Emerald and other publications. Ishisaka served for eight years as the Editor in 
Chief of the award-winning ColorsNW Magazine, a monthly magazine focusing 
on communities of color in the Northwest. Ishisaka is a lifelong Seattle resident 
and worked at several Puget Sound newspapers, including the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, The News Tribune and the Bremerton Sun.

Presentation of Graduates 

Turning of the Tassel

Celebration 

Introduction of Ph.D. and M.A. Recipients
Remarks from Professor and Graduate 
Program Coordinator,
Adrienne Russell

Introduction of M.C. Recipients
Remarks from Director, Communication 
Leadership program,
Ekin Yasin

Introduction of B.A. Recipients 
Remarks from Associate Teaching Professor 
and Undergraduate Program Coordinator,
Caley Cook
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Johnson, Marcus (Dissertation Chair: Ralina Joseph)
 Dissertation: “A New Black Perspective: Spike Lee’s Do the   
 Right Thing Featuring A New Black Aesthetic”

MASTER OF ARTS,
COMMUNICATION

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY MASTER OF COMMUNICATION,
COMMUNITIES AND NETWORKS

MASTER OF COMMUNICATION,
COMMUNICATION LEADERSHIP
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 Thesis: "I'm a binary transman and I love being pregnant":   
 Making meaning of pregnancy in seahorse dad narratives
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Nieto Ruiz, Carolina (Dissertation Chair: Christine Harold)
 Dissertation: “Building Connections, Building Obstacles: The   
 Material Rhetorics of Connection and Disconnection at Two   
 US Border Parks”
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