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PRESENTATION OF
GRADUATES

ORDER OF EVENTS

Processional

Opening Remarks and Welcome
Professor Christine Harold, Department Chair

Distinguished Alumni Address
Dr. Sheila Brooks

Dr. Sheila Brooks is an accomplished entrepreneur, author, Emmy-award 

winning journalist and expert in multicultural marketing, energy and utilities, 

public health communications and entrepreneurial education. She is founder, 

president and CEO of SRB Communications, a full-service advertising, marketing 

and public relations agency that specializes in multicultural markets and video 

production. Her more than four decades of trailblazing leadership in media and 

communications reflects the long track record of success in and commitment to 

Washington, D.C.’s creative and entrepreneurial economy. The boutique agency 

has headquarters in Washington, D.C. with a satellite office in Baltimore, Md.

Presentation of Graduates 

Turning of the Tassel

Celebration 

Introduction of Ph.D. and M.A. Recipients
Remarks from Professor, M.A./Ph.D. Program Coordinator 
Adrienne Russell

Introduction of M.C. Recipients
Remarks from Director, Communication 
Leadership program,
Ekin Yasin

Introduction of B.A. Recipients 
Remarks from Associate Teaching Professor and 
Undergraduate Program Coordinator,
Caley Cook
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

MASTER OF COMMUNICATION,
COMMUNITIES AND NETWORKS

MASTER OF COMMUNICATION,
COMMUNICATION LEADERSHIP

Compton, Ben (Dissertation chair: Valerie Manusov)
  Dissertation: "Self-Disclosure of Sexual Desires as a   
  Decision-Making Process"

Geary, Devon (Dissertation chairs: David Domke and Valerie Manusov)
 Dissertation: "The Dynamics of Contact: Engaging Optimal   
 Intergroup Conditions and Community Practices to Lead   
 Interracial Conversations about Race”

Johnson, Marcus (Dissertation chair: Ralina Joseph) 
 Dissertation: “A New Black Aesthetic and not A New Blackness:  
 An Analysis of Spike Lee's Do The Right Thing”

Malhotra, Pranav (Dissertation Chair: Katy Pearce)
 Dissertation: "Bounded Social Media Places"

Wolfe, Brooke (Dissertation chairs: Carmen Gonzalez and Kristina Scharp)
  Dissertation: “I believe all of us together can raise my child”:  
 Understanding the Familial Network, Social Support Strategies,  
 and Communicative Resilience of Single Black Mothers
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